THE  SPANISH WAR
When the Cortes met and when it became increasingly
apparent that the Government not only did nothing to
stop such crimes but appeared actually to be encouraging
them, the Opposition members began to protest They
did so in face of daily threats of violence They were
howled down by their men and women comrades, the
latter being foremost m giving the example of mob
brutality. Time and time again they were told they
would not leave the Cortes building alive. Pistols were
levelled at them, and the Government took no steps to
restrain this violence, the vilest of insults were hurled at
them in the Cortes itself, and there were no rebukes
even from the president of the so-called parliamentary
assembly.
The final protest was made by Senor Calvo Sotelo, the
brave and talented Royalist leader, on July 11. It was
the signal for his death and thus directly for the outbreak
of the Nationalist movement. By that time, five months
after the Azana government had taken power, the list
of disorders showing to what a state Spain had been
reduced was as follows:
113 general strikes,
218 partial strikes,
284 buildings burned,
171 churches, 69 clubs and 10 newspaper offices
completely burned down,
3,300 assassinations.
Seiior Calvo Sotelo drew a graphic picture of the evils
that Spam was suffering, and demanded from the Govern-
ment a promise that steps would be taken to bring these
disorders and these crimes to an end, Senor Casares
Quiroga, then Premier, only answered by a threat of
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